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Elementary Department

PreschoolPreschool

Our Early Childhood Program emphasizes language and social-emotional development and serves 
children ages 2 ½ - 5 years.  Our classrooms are comprised of hearing students, as well as those with a 

variety of needs including: hearing loss, apraxia of speech, autism, speech and language disorders, 
and multiple disabilities.  

In our Early Childhood Program, all of our students are surrounded by adults and peers who know sign 
language. We believe that all of our students benefit from the use of sign language both receptively 

and expressively. The philosophy of total communication is more than just spoken English and 
American Sign Language together, but also includes the use of print-rich environment, photos and 

pictures to illustrate concepts, and interactive materials alongside technology to enhance children’s 
understanding of the world around them.



At St. Rita, we have multiple preschool 
classrooms that are comprised of typical hearing 
children, as well as hearing children with 
disabilities, including apraxia of speech, autism, 
and speech and language disorders.  The 
preschool classrooms follow the Montessori 
Curriculum aligned to Ohio’s state standards. 
The Montessori environment allows each child to 
explore and learn at their own pace, and to 
freely access their entire classroom at all times 
to take advantage of critical windows of 
learning for each child. 

Students with hearing loss have unique needs so 
we have a classroom designed specifically for 
them. This classroom follows Ohio’s state 
standards and uses some components of the 
Montessori philosophy.  However, since these 
students have delayed language and are not 
able to incidentally learn (like hearing peers), 
the classroom offers direct instruction in 
foundational skills and language. Language 
instruction is incorporated throughout the day 
to help establish a solid foundation for these 
children. 

Program Specifics 
At St. Rita, it is important to us to develop each preschool child’s social and emotional skills, language abilities, 
and a love of learning.  When many of our young students arrive, they are not able to communicate or may have 
very limited communication skills.  Therefore, one of our main goals is language development.  We want all of our 
students to be able to effectively communicate with others.  By developing their social language skills at an early 
age, we are preparing them for learning and using academic language as they get older.  

The Early Childhood Program is designed to: 

●  Meet the developmental needs of young children who are hearing, Deaf, hard-of-hearing, apraxic, or 
have other communication disorders, from age two and a half to five years old. 

●    Provide experiences that enrich and enhance each child’s language, cognitive, social, emotional,      
physical and creative development.  

●  Educate students who need special methods of communication in a safe, value-oriented 
environment. 

Transition to Preschool Class

Beginning at the age of 2 ½ or for students entering the program, the transition to preschool class offers students 
an opportunity to prepare for our preschool program. Students will be immersed in a comprehensive 
communication environment to continue to build their academic and social foundation as they transition into 
preschool.  The curriculum and classroom routines challenge students at an age-appropriate level. They have 
opportunities for free play as well as more structured, teacher-directed activities following Ohio’s state standards. 

Preschool Program

The preschool program is for children 3 to 5 years of age and offers a comprehensive communication environment 
to maximize each child’s potential for academic achievement and social & emotional development.   
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